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Introduction 
The Broadwells left evidence of their farming activities in the 
Federal Agricultural Censuses and in county probate and court records. 
These do not suffice to indicate the full range of what they might have 
done at Clayville, nor do they put the family farming activities related 
t-o the Inn into context. In other words, there is not enough material 
about their "particulars" to confidently plan reconstruction of a farm- 
stead or to carry out interpretation of life on the farm or farms assoc- 
iated with the Inn during the 1840s and 1850s. 
To determine what might have gone on at Clayville it is necessary to 
turn to what innkeepers elsewhere with farms in Sangamon County and in 
the State of Illinois were doing, as indicated by comparable data from 
the censuses and the probate records. This information can be placed 
in context in several ways. It is appropriate to turn to data on Sanga- 
mon County farmers compiled from these same public records several years 
ago by students under the direction of Professor Edward Hawes to obtain 
a "localized" version of the "typical" in the form of averages. Diaries, 
letters and account books of farmers are useful. Periodicals of the time 
contribute to determining the patterns of farmers who were "typical" 
innovators. Finally, these findings can be compared with those of agri- 
cultural historians who have written about farming and innovation in 
Illinois and the Midwest. 
All of this has been done and more for this research report. 
Melinda Kwedar is to be congratulated for the depth of her study. She 
has pursued a number of leads and come up with important data and hypo- 
theses. Armed with this material, it is possible to fashion a picture 
of the Broadwells as innkeeperlfarmers useful in physical and inter- 
pretive planning. Their activities are placed in context through the 
analysis of the data of other innkeeperlfarmers in the county and a 
few elsewhere in the state whose one-time inns were examined in the 
intensive field work in May and June, 1981, under the grant from the 
National Endowment for the Humanities. 
The research report should be useful to other historic sites with 
inns. For the importance of farming associated with innkeeping is not 
interpreted at Midwest historic sites and outdoor museums in any depth 
at all. This report should serve as an inspiration for the kinds of 
questions which need to be asked, the kinds of sources addressed and 
the sorts of methods utilized. 
It is divided into a main text and appendices. The former is 
composed of chapters dealing with the early association of innkeeping and 
farming, with implements, crops and livestock typically found at docu- 
mented farms associated with inns, with the Broadwell farming operations, 
and with farm labor and markets. In the appendices are tables summarizing 
the data from the agricultural and population censuses and probate 
inventories of one-time innkeeperlfarmers. Several notes indicate the 
methods which were utilized to uncover the names used in the tables, 




Early Innkeepers as Farmers 
In the report on tavern functions the observation was made that 
in a sense every dwelling was a tavern in the beginning period of 
Illinois settlement. This was particularly true in the rural areas 
between towns.' Unless the male settler was a tenant he owned or 
squatted on his land. Whichever was the case, as soon as possible he 
converted it into agriculturally productive land. Therefore, if most 
early rural settler families took in travelers and most of the families werc 
involved in farming, most early taverners were also farmers. In traveling 
from the east in 1835 Patrick Shirreff wrote "almost any farmer would 
receive us for the night." So this practice must have persisted into 
the mid 1830s. 2 
In the early 1820s Tillson, Cobbett and Faux all mentioned the 
existence of farms around some rural taverns. Telling in great detail 
of her stay just west of Shawneetown, Illinois, Tillson quoted her 
taverner: "the hogs and cows get into my corn-field and destroy more 
corn and potatoes than thar eternally cursed necks are worth." Near 
Princeton, Indiana, Cobbett stopped for breakfast at a "dirty log-house" 
of a man who "had a large farm." Faux mentioned farms connected with 
the taverns where he stayed many times in Kentucky, Indiana and Illinois. 
He specifically referred to farm-related activities and buildings. In 
Indiana he stayed at the farm/log-house tavern of a Mrs. Moore "who 
had three fine sons and no servants." He declared that they "do all 
t h e  household work, and t h a t  on t h e  farm themselves ,  h i r i n g  none. They 
c l e a r  f i v e  o r  s i x  a c r e s  every y e a r ,  have c l ea red  60 a c r e s ,  and mean t h a t  
t h e  o t h e r  60 of t h e i r  q u a r t e r  s e c t i o n  should remain i n  wood." Farming 
seemed t o  be  the r u l e  i n  t h e  r u r a l  t ave rns  where Faux s topped.  I n  f a c t  
h e  mentioned t h a t  farm land  on main a r t e r i e s  of t r a v e l  brought more money 
because of i t s  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  t h i s  mutual ly  p r o f i t a b l e  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  3 
There i s  a l o c a l  example of t h e  tavern-farming r e l a t i o n s h i p  i n  t he  
Broadwell ' s  home a r e a .  I n  Sangamon County on S a l t  Creek i n  1835 P a t r i c k  
S h i r r e f f  s tayed  a t  t h e  "hote l"  of M r .  Musick where he made t h e  fol lowing 
e v a l u a t i o n s  about t he  fami ly .  "These people  seemed i n  good circumstances,  
having a well-stocked farm and an abundance of Ind ian  corn." 4 
The farmer- taverner  a t tempted and achieved s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y  t o  a 
l a r g e  e x t e n t .  However, most s t i l l  depended on o t h e r  s u p p l i e r s  a s  w e l l .  
I n  a F r a n k f o r t ,  Ohio, daybook of an innkeeper  from 1836 t o  1839 t h e r e  
i s  evidence of some produce be ing  s o l d ,  bu t  a l s o  some be ing  purchased. 
The fo l lowing  a r e  products  which were so ld :  o a t s ,  bacon, corn ,  app le s ,  
p o t a t o e s ,  and l a r d .  However, e s s e n t i a l  items l i k e  bee f ,  pork and f l o u r  
were purchased a t  d i f f e r e n t  t imes .  5 
Yoder gave two examples of t a v e r n e r s  who s t a r t e d  farming a s  a means 
of supply ing  t h e i r  needs.  They were Lewis i n  c e n t r a l  Michigan and Ream 
i n  Madison, Wisconsin. For t h e s e  men t h e  tavern  was t h e  ch ie f  concern 
b u t  "For t h e  ma jo r i t y  of r u r a l  innkeepers ,  however, t h e  s i t u a t i o n  was 
r eve r sed ,  having inves ted  h e a v i l y  i n  a farm." Whichever was t he  most 
impor tan t ,  " t h e  combination of farming and t ave rn  keeping . . . was a l l  
bu t  u n i v e r s a l  f o r  innkeepers  l o c a t e d  i n  r u r a l  a r e a s  provided the  s o i l  was 
a r ab l e . "  S ince  t h e  Broadwell ' s  had a r u r a l  l o c a t i o n  and were on a main 
t r a v e l  a r t e r y ,  t h e i r  combination of innkeeping and farming would have been 
t y p i c a l .  6 
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Chapter I1 
Implements 
Data concerning farming implements used by a s p e c i f i c  fami ly  o r  i n  
a s p e c i f i c  a r e a  a r e  very  s ca rce .  One v a l u a b l e  source  which i t emizes  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  implements i s  proba te  i n v e n t o r i e s .  I n v e n t o r i e s  of t h e  
Broadwells,  Sangamon County one-time innkeepers ,  and Sangamon and Menard 
County farmers  were used t o  provide l o c a l i z e d  informat ion .  The da t a  
from t h e s e  have been brought t oge the r  i n  a s e r i e s  of t a b l e s  i n  t h e  
appendices.  See Appendix C ,  1-3. 
The types  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  implements a v a i l a b l e  and ones used by 
farmers  would have changed over t ime. So both t ime and p l a c e  s p e c i f i c  
d a t a  f o r  t h e  1840s and 1850s i n  Cent ra l  I l l i n o i s  i s  very  impor tan t .  
The i n v e n t o r i e s  of t h e  two Broadwells who d i ed  i n  t he  1820s a r e  no t  very 
u s e f u l  i n  t h i s  regard ,  whereas William K.  Broadwell ' s  inventory  made 
a f t e r  h i s  dea th  i n  1851 could have had more p o t e n t i a l .  Unfor tuna te ly ,  
h i s  only showed two plows and lacked any d e s c r i p t i o n  of brand o r  type.  
This  may have been because some of t h e  equipment used on t h e  farm was 
h i s  f a t h e r  John ' s ,  f o r  t h e  l a t t e r  i s  shown a s  l i v i n g  wi th  h i s  son i n  
t he  1850 popula t ion  census.  See Appendix B-1 and C-1. 
From t h e  1840s and 1850s proba te  i n v e n t o r i e s  of Sangamon and Menard 
County fa rmers ,  more ex t ens ive  d a t a  on l o c a l  farming implements was 
e x t r a c t e d .  See Appendix C-3 .  Of t h e  e i g h t  fa rmers  s t u d i e d  a l l  but one 
owned plows wi th  an average of almost s i x  pe r  fa rmer .  Only one ha l f  of 
them owned harrows, wi th  only one harrow pe r  owner. Scythes  and c r a d l e s  
were more common wi th  an average of two f o r  t he  seven fa rmers  who owned 
them. For hoes and axes t h e  averages were a l i t t l e  over one,  wi th  f i v e  
of the eight farmers owning them. Chains and gears were the next most 
common items which are used with horses and/or implements. This gives 
a very rough indication of some of the implements that were used by 
some farmers in the time-period. There is no way to determine if all 
of their possessions of this kind were recorded, but these few local 
clues are important. As will be seen, agricultural census data were 
found for a few of the innkeeperlfanners elsewhere in the state whose 
one-time inns were examined in the field work. However, probate 
inventories either were too late or not available. 
The only implementsfor which brand names or styles were given in 
the inventories were plows. For Samuel Musick, an innkeeperlfarmer 
who died in 1836, there were three plows, one being called "Barshear" 
aid two called "~ary." When James Burrle died in 1851 his two plows 
were listed as "Jewett." Obviously either farmers did not have much 
name brand equipment or inventory takers did not bother to write down 
the names. So to get an idea of what the brand name implements avail- 
able locally were, it is necessary to turn to the Springfield newspapers. 
"Jewetts Improved Patent Cary.Ploughf',was advertised for sale in 1849 
in a Springfield newspaper. There were some other brand names for many of 
the various tools. There were C. S. Ames Shovels and Spades, Gleasons 
grain shovels and Iron grain shovels, and Kings 4-prong manure forks. 
Collins, Lippincott and Mann axes, and Douglas Patent pumps were also 
advertised.  owla and's cast steel shovels and spades, Adam polished 
spades, iron grain scoops, cast steel scoops, and iron and steel 
corn hoes appeared in another advertisement. There were also Waldron's 
Brush Scythes. Grubbs Grain Cradles appeared in an 1850 advertisement. 1 
The next useful source with data on implements was a farmer's daybook 
from the Greenville-Alton area of Illinois. On March 3, 1850, William 
\ 
Tunnel l i s t e d  t h e  fol lowing inventory :  "One 2-horse wagon, 1 small  
plow, 1 f a n  m i l l ,  1 2-horse harrow and 2 s e t s  of ha rnes s . "  On Apr i l  16 ,  
1850, he Ifmade machine t o  pa rk  o f f  corn rows," and on J u l y  9 
of t h a t  y e a r  he "made one horse  harrow." How common t h i s  p r a c t i c e  of 
t h e  farmer hand-making h i s  own implements i n  t he  1850s was i s  d i f f i c u l t  
t o  a s s e s s ,  bu t  t h i s  i s  one documented ca se .  On J u l y  2 he "went t o  see  
h a r v e s t i n g  machine" which seems t o  have been a t  a ne ighbor ' s  p l a c e  
r a t h e r  than  a t  t h e  town where he  o f t e n  s topped.  8 
I n  a l e t t e r  c o l l e c t i o n  from Northern I l l i n o i s ,  DeKalb County, farmer 
C u r r i e r  t e l l s  of a wheat h a r v e s t  i n  an 1853 l e t te r .  A McCormick r eape r  
which c u t  1 5  a c r e s  per  day us ing  fou r  ho r se s  was used.  A t o t a l  of 75 
a c r e s  were ha rves t ed  and put  i n t o  shocks.  Although Cyrus McCormick 
pa t en t ed  h i s  f i r s t  mechanical h a r v e s t e r  ( r eape r )  i n  1834, t h e  e a r l y  
machines were u n r e l i a b l e ,  and c rude .  But over  t h e  next  few y e a r s ,  many 
improvements were made by him and o t h e r  manufacturers .  I n  1850 t h e  
fo l lowing  adver t i sement  appeared i n  a S p r i n g f i e l d  newspaper. "Reapers: 
McCormicks c e l e b r a t e d  r e a p e r s  can be  had by l eav ing  o r d e r s  w i th  John 
Williams. ' '  Another S p r i n g f i e l d  es tab l i shment  a d v e r t i s e d  "McCormicks 
P a t e n t  V i r g i n i a  Reaper" which a l s o  had an o p t i o n a l  mowing machine t h a t  
could be  a t t a c h e d .  They maintained t h a t  2,300 of t h e s e  machines had 
been s o l d .  However widespread t h e  d i s t r ibu t icsn  of r e a p e r s  was, t he  
famous farmer and a g r i c u l t u r a l  e d i t o r  from Vi rg in i a  Edward Ruff in  
wrote  i n  1850 of h i s  concern,which was no doubt shared by many. 
11 Because of t h e i r  g r e a t  l i a b i l i t y  t o  g e t  ouf of o r d e r ,  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  
of working them, and e s p e c i a l l y  my own ignorance  of machinery, I have 
f ea red  t o  a t tempt  t h e  u se  of reap ing  machines." Ruff in  d i d  w r i t e  t h a t  
t h e  r eape r  was be ing  used i n  h i s  neighborhood i n  h i s  s t a t e ,  which must 
have a l s o  been t h e  case  i n  I l l i n o i s  w i th  Tunnel a s  seen above i n  h i s  
daybook e n t r y . '  C u r r i e r  i n  Nor thern  I l l i n o i s  was obv ious ly  one of t h e  
u s e r s ,  a l s o .  
Another machine which was a d v e r t i s e d  i n  a  S p r i n g f i e l d  newpaper i n  
1849 was a  "Threshing and c l e a n i n g  machine on consignment and f o r  s a l e  . . . 
t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a  h o r s e  power t o  run  same . . . s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  8  h o r s e s .  , , l o  
So t h i s  t y p e  of machine was a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e  fa rmer .  
I n  t h e  I l l i n o i s  S t a t e  F a i r  of J u l y ,  1854,  t h e r e  were e i g h t  d i f f e r e n t  
p a t e n t e e s  of farm machinery e x h i b i t i n g .  Two of t h e  t h r e e  s e l f - r a k i n g  
r e a p e r s  were pa ten ted  by Palmer and Wil l iams,  and t h e  t h i r d  by A t k i n s .  
The f i v e  mowers were p a t e n t e d  by Ruggs, Manny, E .  Danford,  Smith and 
Ketchum. A d e t a i l e d  c h a r t  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  p r i c e s ,  a c r e s  done p e r  day and 
many o t h e r  f a c t o r s  appeared w i t h  t h e  I l l i n o i s  S t a t e  F a i r  R e p o r t .  The 
p r i c e s  f o r  s e l f - r a k e r s  ranged from $150 t o  $175; and f o r  mowers from 
$105 t o  $130. The r a k e r s  could  do from 3.75-4.35 a c r e s  p e r  day ;  and t h e  
mowers from 7.46 t o  7.50 a c r e s  p e r  day.  11 
How widespread t h e  g e n e r a l  usage of mechanical  implements was i n  
1850 i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  t e l l ,  b u t  i t  seems t o  have been conf ined  t o  
i n n o v a t i v e  farmers .  High p r i c e s  would have e l i m i n a t e d  most average  
f a r m e r s .  No mechanical  farm machinery w a s  found i n  t h e  Sangamon County 
p r o b a t e  i n v e n t o r i e s ,  even a s  l a t e  a s  1863. Even John C .  Crowder, an 
innkeeper l fa rmer  who was a  l o c a l  I l l i n o i s  S t a t e  F a i r  winner  and had a  
l a r g e  farming o p e r a t i o n ,  had no machinery i n  h i s  p r o b a t e  i n v e n t o r y .  See 
Appendix C - 1  . I n  h i s  book of r e c o l l e c t i o n s ,  Marsh i t e m i z e d  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  on h i s  r e t r o s p e c t i v e  l i s t  of 1850s fa rming  t o o l s :  "A s t u b b l e  
plow, harrow,  b reak ing  plow, s i n g l e  s h o v e l  plow f o r  c o r n ,  two h o e s ,  two 
f o r k s ,  two r a k e s ,  a  s c y t h e ,  a  c r a d l e ,  a  spade and a  scoop.  "I2 From 
examing t h e  l o c a l  p r o b a t e  i n v e n t o r i e s  and I l l i n o i s  d i a r i e s  and l e t t e r s ,  
t h i s  seems t o  be a f a i r l y  a c c u r a t e  e v a l u a t i o n .  
Chapter I11 
Crops 
Were t h e  innkeeperlfarmers  t h e  same a s  one of t he  ca t ago r i e s  of 
" typ i ca l "  farmers  i n  t h e  crops they r a i s e d ?  The answer t o  t h i s  can be 
found by comparing the  d a t a  recorded on the  A g r i c u l t u r a l  Census and 
Proba te  Inventory Tables.  See Appendices A and C .  Although t h i s  
sample i s  ve ry  sma l l ,  some i n d i c a t i o n  of t r e n d s  may be revea led .  
I n  comparing t h e  c rops  t h a t  were r a i s ed  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  v a r i a t i o n  
i n  t h e  k inds  of crops.  With t h e  Broadwells,  Sangamon County farmers ,  
Sangamon County innkeepers ,  I l l i n o i s  innkeepers  and I l l i n o i s  farmers 
t h e  emphasis was on r a i s i n g  corn ( Ind ian  c o r n ) ,  o a t s ,  wheat, ( I r i s h )  
p o t a t o e s ,  and hay. See Appendix A.  Many fa rmers  r a i s e d  small  
q u a n t i t i e s  of market garden and orchard products .  There were a very  
few farmers  r a i s i n g  buckwheat, hemp and r y e ,  but  t h e  v a s t  major i ty  
were involved i n  corn,  o a t s ,  wheat, hay and po ta toes .  
I n  examining t h e  Sangamon County fa rmers '  averages from t h e  
A g r i c u l t u r a l  Census from 1850, a county crop t r end  emerges. See Appendix 
A-6.  The amount of Indian corn was way ou t  i n  f r o n t  a s  t h e  lead ing  crop 
produced, w i th  t h e  average farmer r a i s i n g  1855 bushe ls  i n  t h a t  yea r .  
I n  q u a n t i t y  of  product ion t h e  next  crop was o a t s  a t  178 bushe ls .  This  
was n o t  even c l o s e  t o  t h e  l e v e l  of corn product ion,with o a t s  a t  l e s s  
than one-tenth t h e  volume of corn. Wheat was next  wi th  less than one- 
t h i r d  t h e  volume product ion of o a t s  ( o n e - t h i r t i e t h  t h a t  of corn) .  When 
t h e s e  county averages a r e  compared t o  s t a t ewide  numbers, corn s t i l l  
remained t h e  l e a d e r  a t  57,646,984 bushe ls  product ion i n  1850. Oats was 
a l s o  next  a t  10,687,241 bushe ls  o r  one - f i f t h  t h a t  of corn.  A t  9 ,  414, 57 ' )  
b u s h e l s  p r o d u c t i o n ,  wheat was i n  t h i r d  p l a c e ,  a s  i n  Sangamon County, 
bu t  i t  was much c l o s e r  t o  be ing  e q u a l  t o  t h e  o a t s  product ion.13 So t h e  
t h r e e  most p r o d u c t i v e  c r o p s  remain i n  t h e  same r e l a t i v e  p o s i t i o n s  f o r  
Sangamon County and I l l i n o i s  a s  a  whole b u t  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n s  v a r y .  
Evidence t h a t  c o r n ,  o a t s  and wheat were t h e  most commonly r a i s e d  
c r o p s  i s  a p p a r e n t  i n  t h e  p r o b a t e  i n v e n t o r i e s  and e l sewhere  i n  p e r i o d  
s o u r c e s .  See Appendix C.  I n  h i s  daybook, Tunnel r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  
v a r i o u s  t a s k s  invo lved  i n  r a i s i n g  t h o s e  t h r e e  c rops  a l s o .  I n  h i s  1838 
Sangamon County d i a r y ,  C la rke  mentioned c o r n ,  wheat ,  and o a t s  i n  h i s  
farming p r o c e s s e s .  The same t h r e e  c r o p s  were recorded  i n  Harry  ~ i g g i n ' s  
Menard County farm account  book i n  1850.  A Boone County, I l l i n o i s ,  
l e d g e r  from t h e  1840s a l s o  recorded  c o r n ,  o a t s  and wheat a s  farm p r o d u c t s .  
I n  I l l i n o i s  i n  1837 t h e s e  t h r e e  c r o p s  were  d i s c u s s e d  a s  t h e  most commonly 
r a i s e d .  14 
I n  examining t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  Census d a t a  f o r  1850 f o r  t h e  BroadwelLs, 
i t  i s  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  Euc l id  and W i l l i a m  Carson r a i s e d  c o r n ,  o a t s  and wheat 
i n  roughly  t h e  same p r o p o r t i o n s  a s  t h e  county a v e r a g e s .  See Appendix 
A - 1 ,  2 .  Dan r a i s e d  o n l y  c o r n  and whea t ,  and more of t h e  fo rmer .  
W i l l i a m  K .  r a i s e d  on ly  c o r n  wNch was unusua l  f o r  t h a t  t ime  p e r i o d .  By 
1860 J .  B .  and J o s i a h  were on ly  growing c o r n  s o  i t  may have become more 
common t h e n .  
I n  comparing t h e  d a t a  from t h e  I l l i n o i s  i n n k e e p e r s  t a b l e  w i t h  t h e  
Sangamon County averages  a  c o n s i s t e n c y  is  s e e n .  Innkeepers  a l s o  r a i s e d  
c o r n ,  o a t s  and wheat,  b u t  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  i n  t h a t  o r d e r  from t h e  s t a n d -  
p o i n t  o f  q u a n t i t y .  The Sangamon County one-time i n n k e e p e r s  f i t  i n  w i t h  
t h e  coun ty  p r o p o r t i o n a l  t r e n d  if t h e y  r a i s e d  a l l  t h r e e  c r o p s .  However, 
E l l i o t  and Crowder r a i s e d  o n l y  two of t h o s e  t h r e e  c r o p s .  See Appendix A-3 . 
Both of t h e s e  samples i n  Appendix A-3 ,4  a r e  too  small  t o  be s i g n i f i c a n t ,  
but the  d a t a  i n  t h e  t a b l e  on I l l i n o i s  innkeepers  do show some d i f f e r e n t  
t r ends .  The i r  r e l a t i v e  propor t ions  by volumc of co rn ,  o a t s  and w l ~ r . ; ~ t  
r a i s i n g  vary  a s  fol lows:  While most r a i s e d  a l l  t h r e e  c rops  a s  did t h e  
Sangamon County and I l l i n o i s  fa rmers ,  t h e  average volume of each crop 
was much c l o s e r  t o  being equa l .  On t h e  average they  r a i s e d  l e s s  corn 
(700 bu.) and more o a t s  (400 bu.) and wheat (250 bu.) than t h e  Sangamon 
County farmers .  Whether t h i s  was due t o  t h e i r  occupat ion of innkeeping 
o r  because they l i v e d  o u t s i d e  Sangamon County i s  n o t  c l e a r .  However, 
t he  s ta te -wide  crop propor t ions  a r e  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  Sangamon County fa rmers ,  
than t h e  I l l i n o i s  innkeepers included i n  t h e  t a b l e s .  A comparison of 
t h e  1850 and 1860 da t a  showed no s i g n i f i c a n t  v a r i a t i o n  i n  t h i s  t r end .  
The Broadwell 1850 da t a  showed t h e  family t o  be c l o s e r  t o  t h e  Sangamon 
County farmers '  t r end  than t h a t  of t h e  I l l i n o i s  innkeepers .  There was, 
however, a  s l i g h t l y  h igher  quan t i t y  of wheat product ion than o a t s .  
I n  t h e  r a i s i n g  of po t a toes  another  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  g r e a t e r  q u a n t i t y  
i s  seen  i n  comparing t h e  I l l i n o i s  innkeepers  wi th  t h e  Sangamon County 
farmers .  Po t a to  product ion averaged 45 bushe ls  f o r  t he  innkeepers  
and 19 bushe l s  f o r  t h e  farmers .  The Broadwells had l e s s  than both 
wi th  11 bushe ls .  I n  h i s  daybook, William Tunnel of Green County, 
I l l i n o i s ,  made t h e  fol lowing e n t r i e s  on March 15th  and 19th  i n  1850: 
" r a i s ed  pota toes"  and "went t o  Alton 22% po ta toes  so ld  them a t  33  c t s .  11 15 
So i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  innkeepers  were s e l l i n g  some of t h e i r  po t a toes  
a t  a  market,  a s  w e l l  a s  us ing  them f o r  f a r e  a t  t h e i r  i n n s .  
The comparison of hay product ion of t h e  I l l i n o i s  innkeepers  and t h e  
Sangamon County farmers  is  a l s o  revea l ing .  While on t h e  average t h e  
farmers  produced only  s i x  tons  p e r  year  i n  1850, t h e  innkeepers  averaged 
55 tons. The Broadwells were closer to the Sangamon County average 
with 12 tons production. Since innkeepers were expected to provide 
forage for transport animals, this higher production would be expected. 
They could have provided food for drovers' livestock, if this pattern 
had been established in the county. As grasses to be grown for hay, 
timothy was mentioned in Clark's 1838 diary and Tunnel's 1850 daybook. 
In an article in the Transactions of the Illinois State Agricultural 
Society, James N. Brown, a leading livestock raiser in Sangamon County, 
wrote of the relative merits of raising timothy, clover or bluegrass. 16 
There were many different varieties of corn available to the farmer, 
according to an 1855 Prairie Farmer article. Six yellow corns and ten 
white varieties were listed. One of the yellow and five of the white 
ones had "flint" in their names. According to Ellsworth in 1837 "The 
white and yellow flint are best adapted to the C~llinoig climate. 1117 
So this may have been the variety used by the Broadwells, Sangamon 
County farmers and the Illinois innkeepers. 
In the data on the yield of crops per acre the figures vary widely. 
In their depositions from 1845 the Broadwells gave a low yield of 12 
bushels of corn per acre. l8 In a statement an Illinois State Fair 
winner from Tazewell County in 1857 listed 122 bushels per acre as his 
yield. James N. Brown from Sangamon County reported his yield as 60-80 
bushels per acre in 1853. Although Brown was best known for his cattle 
raising, he still probably had a higher than average yield since he was 
an innovative farmer very involved with the Illinois Agricultural Society. 
Figures on wheat were always lower,with fall wheat producing 25 bushels 
per acre and spring wheat producing 35 bushels per acre. The oats crops 
receiving the top three premiums in 1856 were listed as having 83, 80 
and 884 bushel per acre yields.19 These yields were probably greater 
than those of the average farmer or farmerlinnkeeper. Since innkeepers 
especially did not farm as their maLn economic activity, their 
crops yields may have been less. 
The comparison of farmers and innkeeper/farmers have yielded the 
following conclusions. In general, they raised all of the five most 
commonly grown crops: corn, oats, wheat, potatoes and hay, in that 
order. However, the production by innkeeperlfarmers of the last 
four crops was greater and that of corn was less. So their farm 
production may have been more tailored to their innkeeping needs 
rather than to the wider marketing for which most farmers in 1850 
Illinois produced. 
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Chapter IV 
Livestock 
What were the kinds of livestock raised by Illinois innkeepers and 
did their innkeeping function make a difference in determining what they 
raised? Was there any farming specialization among the taverners? How 
did the Broadwells and Sangamon County one-time innkeepers and the 
Sangamon County farmers fit into any trends established in analyzing 
these questions using the data on tables in the 1850 and 1860 Agricul- 
tural Census. See Appendix A. This sample is very limited so all the 
analysis and interpretations must be viewed with this in mind. These 
are only suggestions of the possibilities and not conclusions. In 
the future, research could be directed toward establishing larger 
sample groups to provide more extensive material for quantitative analysis. 
In comparing the number of horses or mules owned by the Illinois 
innkeepers and the Sangamon County one-time innkeepers the numbers for 
1850 were 11 and 12 respectively. This may mean that an above average 
number of horses or mules were needed for the tavern operation. They 
could have been horses for transport which some innkeepers kept for 
stagecoach exchanges. 20 The Broadwells' low number might indicatc 
that their inn did not keep horses for stagecoach exchanges. Otherwise 
these animals could have been used for pulling fami implements, wagons 
and other aspects of the farming operation. 
Oxen had been used for this purpose but their popularity was fading 
at mid-century. "They were of no use with the mowing machines and reapers, 
which required fast-stepping horses, were too slow and awkward to use with 
l i g h t  plows and r akes ,  and could no t  e a s i l y  be used i n  power devices  
t o  run  t h e  t h r e s h e r ,  . . . o r  t h e  hay b a l e r .  !l2' So a s  farming became 
more mechanized between 1850 and 1860 t h e  use  of oxen decreased.  A 
comparison between t h e  1850 and 1860 t a b l e s  f o r  I l l i n o i s  innkeepers  
shows t h a t  t h e  averages  dec l ined  from two t o  ze ro  oxen on t h e i r  farms. 
The Broadwells had no oxen i n  e i t h e r  1850 o r  1860. 
When t h e  wes te rn  emigrant s e t  f o r t h  he was o f t e n  "burdened wi th  
l i t t l e  more than a few household goods, an axe ,  a gun, a cow, a yoke of 
oxen o r  ho r se ,  and some p o u l t r y  and a few ind i spensab le  swine." The 
hog was descr ibed  a s  "an ungainly animal ,  of t h e  type  t h a t  y ie lded  small  
hams and a l i t t l e  l a r d ,  and was f i t  on ly  f o r  a s t r i n g y  bacon. But i t  
was a g r e a t  t r a v e l e r ,  w e l l  adapted p h y s i c a l l y  . . . Turned loose  i n  
t h e  f o r e s t ,  he searched p e r s i s t a n t l y  and s u c c e s s f u l l y  f o r  nourishment. 1122 
Th i s  i s  t h e  t r i b u t e  t o  t h i s  ub iqui tous  animal which was s o  necessary  
f o r  a l l  e a r l y  I l l i n o i s  sett lers.  
The presence  of a number of swine i n  t h e  averages of 1850 and 1860 
A g r i c u l t u r a l  Census d a t a  shows t h a t  Sangamon County fa rmers  and I l l i n o i s  
innkeepers  r a i s ed  p i g s .  I n  1850 a l l  groups,  except  t h e  Broadwells,  had 
more swine than any o t h e r  kind of animal.  The Sangamon County farmers  ' 
average  was 36 i n  1850 whi le  t h e  e a r l i e r  (1827-1842) p roba t e  s tudy 
average  was only 15. See Appendix A-7. Even though t h i s  i s  a d i f f e r e n t  
s tudy  group i t  would appear  t h a t  more p i g s  were accumulated by farmers 
du r ing  t h e  1830s and 1840s. The Sangamon County one-time innkeepers  had 
t h e  h i g h e s t  number of hogs wi th  an  81  average.  J .  C. Crowder had 150 
of them. H e  was a noted Sangamon County hog r a i s e r  who won I l l i n o i s  
S t a t e  Premiums f o r  t h e  "Best boar ,"  and "Best breeding  sow" i n  1854. 2 3 
The I l l i n o i s  innkeepers  a l s o  had a high number of swine i n  1850 w i t h  
a 49 average.  This  could r e f l e c t  t h e  use of pork a s  t h e  mainstay of the  
Illinois tavern fare. Although they also kept cows and sheep, the number 
of hogs was over twice that of these. Curiously, though, the average 
number of hogs was reduced to only 17 in 1860 while the cow population 
increased slightly from 23 to 27. The innkeeper/farmers could have 
changed their operations from producing so much pork to an increased 
production of beef. This reduction in hogs did not reflect an Illinois 
trend. "Decade by decade (from 1850-1900) the number of hogs rose in 
Illinois and Iowa. "24 The Broadwells had comparatively few hogs in 1850 
and 1860, the figures being 11 and 18 respectively. 
Cattle-raising in large numbers came later to Illinois and Sangamon 
County than that of hogs. "During the 1840s and 1850s most farmers owned 
from one to six cows and a somewhat larger number of young stock. 1125 
This would seem to be validated by comparing the probate study average of 
six cows per farmer in the 1827-42 time period and the later 1850 Sanga- 
mon County farmer average of 15. The Illinois innkeepers had an average 
of 23 cows in 1850 and 27 in 1860. The Sangamon County one-time innkeepers 
are higher with an average of 45 in 1850. However, Council had 104 and 
Crowder 45, so the average may not be significant. The Broadwells fell 
behind all groups with 12 in 1850 and 4 in 1860. The slight elevation 
of the Illinois innkeepers above the Sangamon County average may be sig- 
nificant since "Sangamon County was apparently the center of activity 
among breeders of Shorthorn cattle, withat least seven breeders located 
there." In nearby MacLean County in 1850 the Funk family of breeders 
kept herds of cattle as large as 2,000 to 2,500 head. This county 
had one of the eight highest per hundred acre cattle populations in the 
state in 1 8 5 0 . ~ ~  So the fact that Illlnois innkeepers had an average 
greater than Sangamon County may mean that they were using cattle for 
b e e f ,  mi lk  and b u t t e r  f o r  t h e i r  t ave rn  ope ra t i ons .  
"With t h e  coming of the e a r l y  1840s, sheep made t h e i r  f i r s t  major 
onslaught  on t h e  p r a i r i e s  of I l l i n o i s  and Iowa." I n  t h e  e a r l i e s t  (1827- 
1842) p roba t e  s tudy  averages t h e r e  were seven sheep pe r  farmer and the  
l a t e r  1850 average was up t o  22 f o r  t h e  Sangamon County fa rmers .  
I t  Sangamon and ad j acen t  coun t i e s  rece ived  t h e i r  p ioneer  f l ocks , "  declared 
Bogue i n  h i s  h i s t o r y .  "Soon t h i s  region was t he  s t ronghold of t he  sheep 
i n d u s t r y  i n  I l l i n o i s . "  Sangamon County men l i k e  James McConnell i n  an 
1847 l e t t e r  t o l d  of h i s  f l o c k  of 1 ,500 o r  1 ,600 head of Merino sheep. 2  7 
So i t  seems t h a t  primary source evidence suppor t s  ~ o g u e ' s  c la ims .  
What seems t o  be more s i g n i f i c a n t  than comparing va r ious  averages 
i s  looking a t  t h e  number of t h e  d i f f e r e n t  groups of fa rmers  who r a i s e d  
sheep. It does seem t o  have been a  more s p e c i a l i z e d  a c t i v i t y  than the  
r a i s i n g  of c a t t l e  o r  swine. I n  t h e  proba te  s tudy  d a t a  only 20 of t he  
42 persons s t u d i e d  had sheep. For t h e  I l l i n o i s  innkeepers  only t h r e e  
of t h e  f i v e  had sheep i n  1850 and only one of t h e  fou r  Sangamon County 
one-time innkeepers  had sheep i n  t h a t  year .  By 1860 only one of t he  
f i v e  I l l i n o i s  innkeepers  had sheep and he on ly  had s i x .  From the  
Broadwell d a t a  of 1850 and 1860, i t  i s  apparent  t h a t  on ly  William K .  
Broadwell and W i l l i a m  Carson had sheep,  and by 1860 J .  B.  Broadwell 
and William Carson were t h e  only sheep r a i s e r s .  William K .  Broadwell 
died i n  1851 and i n  h i s  probated e s t a t e  inventory  a r e  l i s t e d  220 sheep. 
The d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e  1850 Census f i g u r e  of 28 and t h e  inventory  
f i g u r e  of 220 cannot be explained.  See Appendix A-1 ,  2. He a l s o  had 
350 l b s .  of wool i n  t h e  same inventory.  John Broadwell, W .  K . ' s  
f a t h e r  who presumably farmed h i s  son ' s  land a f t e r  h i s  d e a t h ,  had a  
f l o c k  of 125 i n  1860. I t  would seem t h a t  t h e  Broadwells were p a r t  of 
t h e  Sangamon County t r e n d  toward g r e a t e r  sheep  h o l d i n g s .  However, 
a s  e a r l y  a s  1824, Will iam Broadwell  ( J .  B . ' s  b r o t h e r )  had 31 sheep  
i n  h i s  p r o b a t e  i n v e n t o r y  and t h e r e  i s  ev idence  of Broadwell  sheep 
r a i - s i n g  i n  e a r l i e r  g e n e r a t i o n s  i n  New ~ e r s e ~ . ~ ~  T h i s  seems t o  c l e a r l y  
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  one branch of t h e  Broadwell  f ami ly  had a  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  
i n  sheep  r a i s i n g .  By 1860 J .  B .  had o n l y  1 2  swine and two cows i n  
a d d i t i o n  t o  h i s  125 sheep.  
For t h e  I l l i n o i s  i n n k e e p e r s  t h e  s h e e p r a i s i n g  connec t ion  t o  t h e  
i n n  o p e r a t i o n  i s  n o t  c l e a r .  It i s  n o t  l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e y  were u s i n g  
mut ton f o r  food because  "mutton seldom appeared on t h e  w e s t e r n  farm 
t a b l e .  ,129 I f  t h e r e  was a  c o n n e c t i o n ,  i t  seems t o  have faded i n  
impor tance  between 1850 and 1860 a s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  d e c l i n e  o f  t h e  
sheep  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  I l l i n o i s  i n n k e e p e r  group.  
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Chapter V 
Farming P r a c t i c e s  of t h e  Broadwells 
I n  a t tempt ing  t o  determine s p e c i f i c  Broadwell farming p r a c t i c e s ,  
two va luab le  documents were uncovered. They a r e  d e p o s i t i o n s  o r  s t a t e -  
ments taken  from people who knew t h e  Broadwells i n  1843 and 1845 which 
y ie lded  d a t a  f o r  t h e  case  a g a i n s t  John B. Broadwell. 30 S ince  t h i s  ca se  
involved 280 a c r e s ,  t he  use and va lue  of t h e  land over  t ime was an 
important  a spec t .  Therefore ,  many elements  of farming and gene ra l  land 
use were d i scussed  i n  g r e a t  d e t a i l .  Th i s  P r a i r i e  Creek t r a c t  was no t  
t h e  land on which John l i v e d ,  but  i t  can be assumed t h a t  h i s  methods f o r  
us ing  and farming the  o t h e r  land on which t h e  Eroadwell Inn  s t a n d s  
would have been s i m i l a r .  
The land not  under c u l t i v a t i o n  was t imber land  and s p e c i f i c  types  
of trees were named. They a r e  Spanish oak,  whi te  oak and b lack  oak, 
walnut ,  a s h  and hickory i n  va r ious  q u a n t i t i e s .  However, of t h e  100-110 
a c r e s  of t imber ,  ha l f  was elm. Some s p e c i f i c  u se s  f o r  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  
t imber were: Spanish oak f o r  green r a i l s  f o r  f ences ;  wh i t e  oak f o r  a  
barn;  and h ickory  f o r  a  s t a b l e .  The elm was c a l l e d  t h e  most l a s t i n g  
and va luab le  t imber.  The land i n i t i a l l y  broken f o r  c u l t i v a t i o n  was 
about 22% a c r e s  and t h e  c o s t  f o r  breaking i n  1837 was about $2.00 pcr  
a c r e .  There "was cons iderab le  haze l  and c rab  apple"  on t h e  land when 
3 1 
i t  was broken. 
The c rops  t h a t  were mentioned were corn and wheat.  There was a  
gene ra l  y i e l d  of only 1 2  bushe ls  of corn p e r  a c r e  w i t h  a  d o l l a r  va lue  
of $1.25 p e r  ac re .  Wheat product ion was l i s t e d  f o r  t h e  y e a r s  of 1841 
through 1845. For two of those  y e a r s  t h e r e  was no y i e l d ,  and t h e  o the r  
t h r e e  had 27, 100 and 147 b u s h e l  y i e l d s .  I n  1827, 20-25 a c r e s  
were under  c u l t i v a t i o n  and i n  1845, 50 a c r e s  were c u l t i v a t e d .  32 How 
much a c r e a g e  was used f o r  each of t h e s e  two c rops  over  t h e  y e a r s  
cannot  be a s s e s s e d .  
There  were s u c c e s s i v e  t e n a n t s  paying r e n t  who l i v e d  on and farmed 
t h e  P r a i r i e  Creek l and  f o r  John B .  Broadwel l .  Will iam Pelham l i v e d  
t h e r e  from 1831-1836; t h e n  I s r e a l  Carman from 1836-1840; James Linn 
i n  1840 and Caleb Riggin  from 1841-1845. Linn and Riggin  p a i d  Broadwell 
r e n t  i n  t h e  form of one- th i rd  of t h e i r  produce.  The l a t t e r  e s t i m a t e d  
t h a t  h i s  would amount t o  about  $1.50 p e r  a c r e  p e r  y e a r .  Pelham s t a t e d  
t h a t  r e n t  f o r  l and  i n  1835 was $2 p e r  a c r e  and i n  1843 i t  was $ 1  p e r  
a c r e .  They a l l  t a l k e d  of improvements which they  had made t o  t h e  house 
and on t h e  farm, o u t b u i l d i n g s  and f e n c e s .  3 3 
Many of t h e  deponents  gave d e s c r i p t i o n s  of b u i l d i n g s  i n  some 
d e t a i l ,  which permit  some i n d i c a t i o n  of t h e  composi t ion of t h i s  farm. 
There  was a double  l o g  house  w i t h  each room be ing  1 6  f t .  x 1 8  f t .  
I t  had two f i r e p l a c e s  w i t h  b r i c k  chimneys and h e a r t h s  and g l a s s  
windows. One g a b l e  end was weatherboarded by Rigg in ,  t h e  l a t e s t  t e n a n t .  
There  was a l s o  a double  hewed corn c r i b  w i t h  a passage  which was 24 f t .  
s q u a r e .  T h i s  a r e a  was a l s o  r e f e r r e d  t o  as a wagon house.  " S t a b l e s  and 
o t h e r  o u t b u i l d i n g s "  were a l s o  d i s c u s s e d ,  and a s tone-wal led w e l l  1 8  f e e t  
deep w i t h  a f o o t  h igh  curb .  I n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  f e n c e s ,  a 22 p a n e l  p o s t  and 
r a i l  f e n c e  had two g a t e s ,  and 1% t o  2 a c r e s  of l and  used a s  s t o c k  y a r d s  
and garden  were "under f e n c e .  " 34 These b u i l d i n g s  and f e n c e s  e x i s t e d  
on what was r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  "Thompson land"  o r  t h a t  which John B .  had t o  
g i v e  up t o  Thompson e v e n t u a l l y  because  o f  t h e  c o u r t ' s  o r d e r .  
Other  b u i l d i n g s  and f e n c e s  were d i s c u s s e d  a s  e x i s t i n g  on "John B .  
B r o a d w e l l ' s  a d j a c e n t  land."  They were "a frame house" and a double  l o g  
house w i t h  each s i d e  being 16  f t .  square .  There were a l s o  r e f e r ences  
t o  two b a r n s ,  one being 30'  x 25'  and t h e  o t h e r  30 '  x 4 2 ' .  A s t a b l e  
b u i l t  of h ickory  was d i scussed  a s  w e l l .  On land  farmed by John Seaman, 
John B . ' s  son-in-law, t h e r e  was a barn  sh ing led  wi th  5,000 s h i n g l e s  
on one s i d e .  An 80-rod pos t  and r a i l  fence  was b u i l t  on Broadwell ' s  
35 
l and .  These b u i l d i n g s  and f ences  were i t emized  because t h e  t imber 
f o r  them a l l  o r i g i n a t e d  on t h e  d i sputed  acreage .  
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Chapter VI 
Farm Hands 
From the statements in the Broadwell depositions of 1843 and 1845, 
it is apparent that John B. Broadwell had renters or tenants farming 
the Broadwell land on Prairie Creek, There is also census data from 
1830, 1840 and 1850 in which unidentified males were listed in the 
various Broadwell households. There was one in Jane's and two in John 
B.'s households in 1830. Euclid had three in 1840 and one 25 year 
old Farrington male whose occupation was listed as farmer in 1850. See 
Appendix B-1. Elsewhere in Sangamon County, Council and Crowder, had 
one and two males respectively in their 20's listed as farmers in 
their households. Andrew Elliot, who had three young sons, ages 21, 
15, and 12, seemed to have his own family males to help. This is 
from 1850 census data. See Appendix B-2. In the 1850 Population Cen- 
sus data collected for the innkeeper/farmers from other Illinois counties 
the same trend appears. Dodds and Rutherford had one and Silkwood 
had two young males who were farmers in their households. Only the 
younger farmers like Greene Garfield (son of Timothy, the innkeeper) 
did not have an additional young male. These males would most likely 
have been farm helpers. See Appendix B-3. 
Thus there seems to be ample evidence that the Broadwells, Sangamon 
County farmers, and other Illinois County farmer/innkeepers used extra- 
familial help for their farms. Whether they were hired hands or tenants 
cannot be determined from this data. John B. did have tenants on the 
Prairie Creek farmland, but he and his brothers may have hired day 
laborers to farm the land on which they lived. 
The f a rmer s '  d i a r i e s  and account books a r e  h e l p f u l  i n  t h e  i n v e s t i -  
g a t i o n  of farm 1abor.According t o  an 1838 and 1839 d i a r y ,  Sangamon 
County farmer C.  J.  F. Clarke helped h i s  ne ighbors ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a t  
t he  h a r v e s t i n g  time. There a r e  many e n t r i e s  showing of h i s  work f o r  
s e v e r a l  a r e a  people.  He was c r a d l i n g  wheat on J u l y  10 ,  sowing wheat 
" fo r  Colby" on September 27, and ga the r ing  corn f o r  Carr and Caverno 
around November 8 ,  1838. Clarke had come t o  I l l i n o i s  i n  1834 and owned 
a q u a r t e r  s e c t i o n  of l and  s o  he was no ind igen t  immigrant. I t  i s  
n o t  c l e a r  i f  he was pa id  wi th  money o r  produce o r  a t  a l l  f o r  t h i s  work. 36 
I n  h i s  1850 farming daybook Tunnel of Greene County i n d i c a t e d  
v a r i o u s  means f o r  g e t t i n g  h i s  farm work done. On January 9 ,  1850, he 
made an arrangement wi th  a neighbor  f o r  h i s  son John t o  s t a r t  work 
i n  t h e  plowing season.  Th i s  was t o  cancel  t h e  ne ighbor ' s  debt  t o  Tunnel 
John ended work on June 30. L a t e r  a M r .  Drennen was h i r ed  on October 3 
and l e f t  on October 7. M r .  Smith was h i r e d  on October 3 and was paid 
on October 22, $2.50 p l u s  boo t s .  37 These l a s t  two men were s h o r t  term 
seasona l  workers who worked f o r  pay and d i d  n o t  seem t o  be  neighboring 
landowners.  
I n  Menard County, n e a r  Athens, I l l i n o i s ,  Harry Riggin owned about 
256 a c r e s  i n  1837. He kept  a l edge r  of h i s  farming and s t o r e  a c t i v i t i e s  
from 1831 t o  1857. Many e n t r i e s  d e a l  wi th  h i s  employment of farm hands. 
"Samuel Wilson commenced work f o r  me by t h e  month on Friday 8 t h  Mar. 1850 
f o r  t h e  sum of $14. p e r  mo. f o r  t h e  term of 5 months. H .  Riggin."  On 
Ju ly  1, 1850, S. Holland was c r e d i t e d  wi th  t h e  fo l lowing  farming t a s k s :  
I t  
c r a d l i n g  wheat,  . . . bending wheat a f t e r  machine, . . . c r a d l e  sp r ing  
wheat,  . . .mowing 5% days." He was paid wi th  e i g h t  bushe ls  of app le s ,  
and e i g h t  bushe l s  of wheat,  and an o ld  harness .  Other l a b o r e r s  were paid 
w i t h  s t o r e  goods, c rops  and ca sh ,  and one con t r ac t ed  t o  work f o r  "A. 
Riggins  Black Horse." On J u l y  o f  1851 h e  pa id  cash  t o  12 d i f f e r e n t  
men f o r  one,  two and t h r e e  days  c u l l i n g  wheat .  They a l l  r e c e i v e d  $1 .  
p e r  day.  Other t a s k s  f o r  t h e  hands  i n c l u d e d :  k i l l i n g  hogs and b e e f ,  
t h r e e  h o u r s  d r i v i n g  hogs ,  cock ing  h a y ,  p u t t i n g  hay i n  t h e  b a r n ,  
harrowing corn ,  b u i l d i n g  a  hen coop and p a s t u r i n g  h o r s e s .  There  
seemed t o  be  a  g r e a t  t u r n o v e r ,  a l t h o u g h  some names k e p t  r e a p p e a r i n g .  
The t e rms  of employment seemed t o  v a r y ,  w i t h  some hav ing  board and 
washing,  and o t h e r s  n o t .  38 
The number o f  hours  which comprised a  working day of a  l a b o r e r  
was d i s c u s s e d  by Cobbe t t .  "An American l a b o u r e r  i s  n o t  r e g u l a t e d ,  
a s  t o  t ime  by c l o c k s  and watches .  The s u n ,  who seldom h i d e s  h i s  
f a c e ,  t e l l s  him when t o  beg in  i n  t h e  morning,  and when t o  l e a v e  
a t  n i g h t .  Whether t h i s  was c o n s i s t e n t  p r a c t i c e  i n  I l l i n o i s  
and through t h e  1850s i s  n o t  known. 
The l i v i n g  arrangements  seemed t o  v a r y  w i t h  t h e  farm and t h e  
t e n a n t ,  b u t  f o r  John B .  Broadwell  t h e  t e n a n t ' s  abode was d e s c r i b e d .  
I t  was a double  l o g  house w i t h  each  room b e i n g  1 6 '  x 1 8 ' ,  a  f i r e p l a c e  
i n  each room wi th  b r i c k  chimney and h e a r t h s ,  and g l a s s  windows. Two 
of t h e  t e n a n t s  p a i d  r e n t  t o  John B.  i n  t h e  form of o n e - t h i r d  of t h e i r  
produce.  4 0 
The concept  o f  " a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a d d e r "  d e s e r v e s  some n o t e  h e r e .  
According t o  e d i t o r  T .  Harry  Wi l l i am,Abraham L i n c o l n  d e c l a r e d :  
Many independent  men everywhere i n  t h e s e  s t a t e s ,  
a few y e a r s  back i n  t h e i r  l i v e s ,  were h i r e d  l a b o r e r s .  
The p r u d e n t ,  p e n n i l e s s  b e g i n n e r  i n  t h e  w o r l d ,  l a b o r s  
f o r  wages a w h i l e ,  s a v e s  a  s u r p l u s  w i t h  which t o  buy 
t o o l s  o r  l and  f o r  h i m s e l f ;  t h e n  l a b o r s  on h i s  own 
account  a n o t h e r  whi le , and  a t  l e n g t h  h i r e s  a n o t h e r  
new beg inner  t o  h e l p  him. 41 
The society was very fluid and in very few years a man could move up the 
social ranks from laborer to landowner. This was probably one reason for 
the demeanor Cobbett noted. "The American labourers, like tavern keepers 
are never servile, but always civil.. . . Full pocket or empty pocket 
these American labourers are always the same men: no saucy cunning 
in the .one case, and no base crawling in the other ."42 
An intermediate step on the way up the ladder was to be a tenant 
1 I farmer. In fact, renting or working a fa?& on shares was considered 
more respectable by society than working for wages," stated David E. 
Schob in his study Hired Hands and Plowboys. The tenants working the 
Broadwell's Prairie Creek farmland may have been laborers first, then 
they became tenants. Eventually they may have advanced to landowner 
status. At least this is the American myth. 
Chapter  V I I  
Farm Market ing 
The r e l a t i o n s h i p  between farming and t a v e r n  keeping h a s  been e s t a -  
b l i s h e d .  But one of t h e  most i m p o r t a n t  connec t ing  a s p e c t s  h a s  n o t  y e t  
been examined, t h a t  of marke t ing .  The meal s e r v i n g  f u n c t i o n  of t h e  
t a v e r n  was a  d i r e c t  means of t u r n i n g  farm p r o d u c t s  i n t o  cash  q u i c k l y .  
For t h i s  r e a s o n ,  Will iam Faux, an  1820s  E n g l i s h  t r a v e l e r ,  made t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  o b s e r v a t i o n .  "I s l e p t  a t  a  good t a v e r n ,  t h e  keeper  of which 
i s  a  f a r m e r .  A l l  a r e  f a r m e r s ,  and a l l  t h e  b e s t  f a rmers  a r e  t a v e r n  
k e e p e r s . "  I n  I n d i a n a  h e  s topped  a t  a  t a v e r n  where he  had t h e  fo l lowing  
c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  an o l d  man, a  two q u a r t e r - s e c t i o n  fa rmer :  
'We can always s e l l  a l l  t h e  produce we r a i s e  from 
t h e  l and  t o  t r a v e l l e r s  l i k e  you, and o t h e r s ,  new- 
comers. '  ' B u t , '  s a i d  I ,  'what w i l l  you do when 
your  s a i d  newcomers and n e i g h b o r s  have as much t o  
s p a r e  and s e l l  a s  you have? '  '0, t h e n  w e ' l l  g i v e  
i t  t o  c a t t l e  and p i g s ,  which can t r a v e l  t o  a  
market somewhere. I s e e  no f e a r  of a  market i n  
some shape o r  o t h e r .  ' 4 3  
Another t a v e r n e r  and h e r  s o n s  were t h e  s u b j e c t s  of t h i s  e v a l u a t i o n :  
"They l o c a t e d  themselves  h e r e  e i g h t  y e a r s  s i n c e ,  and f i n d  good l a n d ,  good 
c r o p s ,  and a  market a t  t h e  door." The i n e v i t a b l e  l o c a t i o n  of i n n s  on 
m a i n - t r a v e l e d  roads  was a l s o  advantageous  f o r  send ing  t h e  produce t o  
market w i t h  wagoners and o t h e r  c a r r i e r s  who s topped  on t h e i r  way. From 
e v i d e n c e  of t h e  q u a n t i t y  and v a r i e t y  o f  produce s o l d  i n  t h e  F r a n k f o r t ,  
Ohio,  daybook, which covered t h e  y e a r s  1836-1839, i t  seems apparen t  t h a t  
a l l  t h e  p roduce  s o l d  was n o t  i n  t h e  form of t a v e r n  mea l s .  Whether t h e  
b u y e r s  were t r a v e l e r s  o r  n e i g h b o r s  cannot  be  de te rmined .  44 The Broadwel ls  
had such an advantageous location, and may have done marketing in the 
form of produce and prepared food. 
In the early days of the settlement of an area, farmers had few 
options for marketing their products. Many farmers preferred direct 
dealing with their customers and there is some evidence that the 
practice of selling to or trading with neighbors existed. One 
example of this was a September 16 entry in Tunnel's daybook. It 
read "Old Mr. Jayne got 2 113 bu. corn for the widow Johnson. 1145 
Even though there were several entries like this, it is evident that 
this method of marketing involved small quantities and therefore 
very limited in its usefulness. It would seem that as their production 
increased, farmers would have had to look beyond their neighborhood 
for markets. 
The next step in the farmers' expanding vision was still shaped by 
limited options. "~ost, of necessity, saw their market in terms of the 
nearest merchants." An 1836 daybook from a store in Petersburg, Illinois, 
a budding town 20 miles north of Springfield, shows that many farm and 
garden products were brought in as barter items. In 1849 a Springfield 
wholesale and retail store advertised for farm products. "Wanted 
100,000 bu. of corn, rye, and barley." In a different ad the retail 
store made this claim. "Most kinds of country produce taken in exchange 
4 6 
for Goods." So this method of marketing persisted until at least 
mid-century. 
These local merchants were not necessarily selling exclusively to 
their immediate customers. Many were involved in their own marketing 
network. This is illustrated with John   road well's dealings with the 
Gatton and Enos firm in Springfield. These two men had a local outlet 
and contacts with similar outlets in St. Louis. One letter to Messers 
Riley and Ames extolled the virtues of Broadwell's flour upon sending 
46 barrels for them to sell. "This flour we expect is of as good if 
not superior quality to any in your market. It47 
Similar retail and marketing dealers were advertised in 1849 
Springfield newspapers. There were also ads in the Springfield paper 
of firms in Beardstown with the following words: "N. P. Tinsley 
Forwarding & Commission Merchants, Beardstown, Illinois." Before the 
advent of the railroad, a route from Springfield to Beardstown on the 
Illinois River was the main connection to the major transportation route 
of the Mississippi River and its tributaries. The Broadwells' land was 
located on this Springfield to Beardstown route. After 1840 it was 
improved to "turnpiket' status, and John B. Broadwell acted as supervisor 
of constr~ction.~~ It is assumed that the family must have used this 
route to market their farm products, as would most farmers from Sanga- 
mon County. 
Throughout the state of Illinois, location would determine the nature 
of the access of a farm or town to a specific trade route. Most of 
Southern and Western Illinois towns would have used the Mississippi River 
route. However, those places located close to Chicago would have trans- 
ported their farm goods to there. An 1843 entry in a Boone Co., Illinois, 
ledger listed an expense of $9.12% to "David V. Niles to hauling 3,630 
bushels wheat to Chicago." Two of the Northern Illinois innkeepers, Stacey 
and Garfield would have sent their farm products to Chicago. In fact, 
the letter in Garfield's diary hinted at a reason for the increased business 
of their tavern: "The winter of 1843-44 developed a greater volume of 
travel, especially loaded teams going to Chicago. '14' Salmon Rutherford 
would have had direct access to the Illinois and Michigan Canal after its 
opening in 1848.~' So he could have sent his produce to Chicago or to 
the south and west to the Illinois and Mississippi River route. Samuel 
F.  odds' location in Lena would have deternined his use of the Galena 
access to the Mississippi River route. Silkwood would have most likely 
used the same route entered into from his Southern Illinois location. 
There is some evidence that livestock were marketed differently. 
This is particularly evident with cattle and hogs, the two most common 
types of livestock raised in Illinois. "cattle was usually slaughtered 
at the consuming market." The method of transporting the cattle to 
market was on foot with a drover. "The key figure in the movement of 
large numbers of cattle from raiser to feeder and from feeder to markets 
was the drover, He arranged for financing, assembled the drove by 
purchasing the animals from perhaps scores of farms, and supervised the 
time-consuming drive .I1 I' Roadside inns" were places where cattle driven 
East could be sold along the way. 
The regular trail followed to Chicago-was itemized in a Central 
Illinois reminiscence. Cattle from the Broadwell area could have been 
marketed in Chicago. The Funks, who had at least one family member 
operating as drover,sometimes drove cattle.to Buffalo, New Pork. They 
could also have been driven in large numbers, up to a thousand, directly 
to the East coast. There have been reports that the Broadwells' land 
was used for the purpose of assembling cattle in the local area. Drovers 
were to have stayed at the Inn while gathering the animals. 5 1 
"1n the early days of development of the industry, hogs were slaug1ltcrc.d 
and packed on the farm, the barreled product then being hauled to a river 
town and sold to merchants." Although this was still done later, it was 
usually carried out on a limited basis for personal and neighborhood 
consumption only. "As early as 1826, three-fourths of the Cincinnati 
pork packed represented purchases of live hogs by the packer; by 1843 
t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  had r i s e n  t o  n i n e t y .  C i n c i n n a t i  dominated t h i s  i n d u s t r y ,  
a l t h o u g h  e v e r y  town on t h e  Ohio River  was a  packing c e n t e r .  "52 T h i s  
was a l s o  t r u e  t o  some e x t e n t  f o r  t h e  I l l i n o i s  River  on which Beardstown 
was a  pork packing c e n t e r .  I n  g e n e r a l ,  t h e r e  were many more l o c a l  
packing p l a n t s  f o r  pork t h a n  t h e r e  were f o r  b e e f ,  s o  t h e  d i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  
c l o s e s t  market was l e s s .  But t h e  d rover  was s t i l l  t h e  key f i g u r e  and 
t y p i c a l  f a r m e r ' s  s a l e s  took p l a c e  a t  h i s  ba rn  d o o r ,  A s  w i t h  c a t t l e  
t h e  f a r m e r  d e a l t  o n l y  w i t h  t h e  d r o v e r ,  n o t  t h e  u l t i m a t e  marke t .  I n  
h i s  daybook, Tunnel t e l l s  o f  s e l l i n g  some hogs  t o  E.  Johnson on 
December 31,  1849 and on November 1 4 ,  1850. He a l s o  mentioned t h a t  
"Johnson s t a r t e d  h i s  hogs t h i s  evening." (November 1 7 ,  1 8 5 0 ) .  T h i s  man 
seemed t o  be  someone t h a t  Tunnel knew. A complicated p r i c e  was s e t  
based upon weight c a t e g o r i e s  o f  each of T u n n e l ' s  36 hogs .  
5  3 
These 
buyer-drovers  obv ious ly  had p e r s o n a l  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  f a r m e r s .  
The Broadwells were r a i s e r s  of sheep ,  a s  were many fa rmers  i n  
Sangamon County. So was Tunnel On May 2 7  and May 30 of 1850 he  made 
t h e  e n t r y ,  "sheared sheep,"  i n  h i s  daybook. H i s  i n v e n t o r y  l i s t e d  39 
sheep .  On J u l y  30 he  "Went t o  Faye t te"  and p a i d  f o r  "Woll c a r d i n g  t o  
~ a y l o r  ' s . 1154 T h i s  was a nearby  town where h e  went o f t e n  t o  buy goods 
and s u p p l i e s .  Among t h e  Broadwel ls  i n  t h e  1830s Char les  was invo lved  
i n  a  c a r d i n g  m i l l  a t  Sangamo Town. 55 A " F u l l i n g  and Dyeing" o p e r a t i o n  
was a d v e r t i s e d  on Richland Creek i n  a  S p r i n g f i e l d  newspaper i n  1832. 
I n  New Salem (12 m i l e s  n o r t h )  Samuel H i l l  opened a  c a r d i n g  machine m i l l  
i n  1835. T h i s  was l a t e r  moved t o  P e t e r s b u r g  where i t  became q u i t e  a  
l a r g e  f a c t o r y  w i t h  a  steam e n g i n e  added when t h e  b u s i n e s s  grew s u f f i -  
c i e n t l y .  S p r i n g f i e l d  a l s o  had a  c a r d i n g  m i l l  i n  1834,  t o  which was 
added a  f u l l i n g  and d r e s s i n g  m i l l  f o r  homewoven c l o t h  i n  1848.  Thus 
the Broadwells would have had several local choices at which to market 
their wool, Raw wool seems not to be taken by local stores, but 
woolen cloth such as "Woolen Jeans" were taken in trade for goods In 
at least one Springfield store. 5 6 
11 Wool and not mutton was the object of sheep-raising." This seems 
to be true for Sangarnon County and most of Illinois. There was no 
mention of mutton in a list of market prices in Chicago published in 
the Prairie Farmer. 5 7 
With the coming of the railroad the transportation and marketing 
system changed,giving another option to the farmers. The importance of 
this mode of transportin Eems of its Sangamon County impact for 
farmerlinnkeepers needs investigation in the future. 
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a. of  " P l e a s a n t  P l a i n s , "  t h e r e f o r e  i n d i c a t e s  John ,  Moses' son .  MS Census ,  v o l .  , p .  41. 
b.  MS Census ,  v o l .  I P .  
c .  of  " S p r i n g f i e l d , "  t h e r e f o r e  i n d i c a t e s  J o s h i a ,  Noses'  nephew. MS Census ,  v o l .  ,p .  37.  
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A g r i c u l t u r a l  Census: I l l i n o i s  Innkeepers :  1850 
Agrarian S t r u c t u r e  
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Livestock Products  Valuation 
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1 I ?  I 3 1 8  i 
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Improved/Cninproved Value i v a l u e  T m p r o ~ ~ r -  
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-. -qlXii-- -  7, (j-  - -- - ---- - - 
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Moses S t a c e y  5 .  
Samuel F. Dodds 
Timothy G a r f i e l d  
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Samuel F. Dodds 
Timothy G a r f i e l d  
I r a  R u t h e r f o r d  
B a s i l l a  Si lkwood 
Moses S t a c e y  
Samuel F.  Dodds 
Timothy G a r f i e l d  
I r a  R u t h e r f o r d  
B a s i l l a  Silkwood 
Moses S t a c e y  
1. Stephenson Co., 
2 .  Kane Co.,Compton P.O., p .  22.  
3 .  Grundy Co. Auxsable.  P r e p a r e d  by  Melinda Kwednr 
4 .  F r a n k l i n  Co., 1,i t t l e  Muddy P.O., p .  45. Research  A s s o c i a t e ,  9 / 8 1  
5 .  DuPage Co., P l i l t on  P.O., p .  37. 
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TABLE A-6 




Mules - Oxen Cattle Sheep Swine Cheese 
- 
150-199 5 1 15 2 2 36 14  lbs. 
Butter Wool 
-
233 lbs. 57 lbs. 
Wheat 





Map 1 e Honey 














Averages f o r  Innkeepers  from t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  Census 
and P roba t e  Study 
Lives tock  
Crops: Cerea l  
- F i e l d  Crops 
6 














1 8  


























































Oats  Bu 
400 
4 20 
51  2 
125 
83 
114 ( l o t )  
10  
Po ta toes  
B u 







1. I l l i n o i s  Innkeepers  
2. Sangamon County One- 
t i m e  Innkeepers  
3. Broadwell ' s  
1850 
1860 











1. I l l i n o i s  Innkeepers  
2. Sangamon County One- 
t i m e  Innkeepers  
3. Broadwell ' s  
4. Proba te  Study Averages 
4 .  P r o b a t e  Study Averages f1827-42) 
1850 
1860 




- 4 6  - 
TABLE B - 1  
P o p u l a t i o n  Census:  B r o a d w e l l s ,  1850 
Household 
Number 
Name Age Sex Occupa t ion  P r o p e r t y  B i r t h p l a c e  
Value 
- - - .  - 
1551 Broadwel l ,  W i l l i a m  2 5 M Farmer $3000 
1551 11 , Cynth ia  2 5 F 
1551 ,I , I s a a c  3 M 
1551 I 1  , J a c o b  2 M 
1551 # I  , John 5 0 M Farmer 
1551 I t  H a r r i e t  1 8  F 
1551 I t  , F r a n c i s  14  M 
1551 II , Henry 12 M 
1551 Hodgkiss ,  Mary 5 0 F 
- 
1550 Broadwel l ,  E .  4 1 M Farmer $2000 
1550 II Laura 3 5 F 
1550 11 , Louisa  14  F 
1550 I 1  R o s a l i n e  11 F 
1550 11 , Maria 8 F 
1550 11 , Chas 4 M 
1550 ,I , David 5 6 M Farmer 
1559 F a r r i n g t o n ,  Lou i sa  6 0 F 
I l l i n o i s  
N e w  York 
I l l i n o i s  
I l l i n o i s  
Ohio 
I l l i n o i s  
I l l i n o i s  





I l l i n o i s  
I l l i n o i s  
I l l i n o i s  
I l l i n o i s  
Ohio 
Vermont 
1550 11 I A. 2 5 M Farmer Ohio 
1364 Broadwel l ,  Dane1 2 9 M Farmer $3000 I l l i n o i s  
11 
, I r e a n  2 5 F 
I t  
, Ernma 7 F 
11 
, Alonza 5 M 
Ohio 
I l l i n o i s  
I l l i n o i s  
1364 II , W i l l s  3 M I l l i n o i s  
1564 Carson ,  Wil l iam 5 1 M Farmer $2600 ' Penns lyvan ia  
1564 " , Cynthia  4 3 F Ohio 
1564 " , Mary (Leah A. 2 1  F I l l i n o i s  
1564 " , E l i z a b e t h  A. 19  F I l l i n o i s  
1564 " , Rachel ( c )  1 8  F I l l i n o i s  
1564 " , Mary (M.) 1 6  F I l l i n o i s  
1564 " , Helen (B) 1 3  F I l l i n o i s  
1564 " , W i n f i e l d  S c o t t  7 M I l l i n o i s  
1564 " , Will iam (L.) 4 M I l l i n o i s  
1564 , George 3/12 M I l l i n o i s  
1564 McGiveney, Stephen 8 M I l l i n o i s  
1564 II Rober t  3 M I l l i n o i s  
- 41  - 
TABLE B-2 
One-Time Innkeepers (Sangamon County): 1850 
I n h a b i t a n t s  of  Dwellings i n  t h e  Populat ion Census of Sangamon County 














I 1  















WARREN, Paul  






















Proper ty  Bi r thp lace  
Value 
$17,000 North Caro l ina  
Kentucky 
I l l i n o i s  
I l l i n o i s  
I l l i n o i s  
I l l i n o i s  
I l l i n o i s  





I l l i n o i s  
I l l i n o i s  
I l l i n o i s  
I l l i n o i s  
I l l i n o i s  
I l l i n o i s  
I l l i n o i s  
$ 6,000 North Caqolina 
I l l i n o i s  
I l l i n o i s  
I l l i n o i s  
I l l i n o i s  
Prepared by Melinda Kwedar 
Research Assoc ia te ,  9 /81  
These names w e r e  uncovered i n  t h e  search  o f  t h e  inn l i c e n s e s  i n  t h e  County ~ommiss ione r s '  
Records 1930-39, t h e  newspaper advert isements  o f  1840s, and t h e  S p r i n g f i e l d  c i t y  d i r ec -  
t o r i e s  of t h e  1850s, as descr ibed  i n  t h e  r e s e a r c h  r e p o r t  on Inns .and  Taverns i n  the  
Midwest by Melinda Kwedar andEdward Hawes (Sp r ing f i e ld ,  1981) ,  pp.  4-5. 
TABLE B-3 
T l l i n o i s  I n n k e e p e r s :  1850 
I n h a b i t a n t s  o f  D w e l l i n g s  i n  t h e  P o p u l a t i o n  Census  (Non-Sangamon County)  
Where t h e  Head of  t h e  Household Owned a n  I n n  Recorded i n  t h e  I l l i n o i s  F i e l d  Survey 
Name Age Sex Occupa t ion  P r o p e r t y  B i r t h p l a c e  
Value  
.County: S t ephenson  ( p .  3 1 8 ) .  F i e l d  Survey  No. 8 1 : 1 4  
DODDS, Samuel F. 44 M Farmer $ 600 Kentucky 
" , Mary J .  3 9 F Tennessee  
" , R a c h e l  2 1 F Ohio 
" , E l i z a b e t h  1 8  F P e n n s y l v a n i a  
" , Samuel 1 5  M I n d i a n a  
" , Malinda  3 F I l l i n o i s  
PIFER, George 28 M Labore r  England 
r County:  Kane ( p .  3 8 ) .  F i e l d  Survey  N o .  81 :  9 
GARFIELD, Green 2 2 M Farmer $1500 Vermont 
II 
, F r a n c i s  2 0 F Vermont 
11 
, Dwight 6 mths .  M I l l i n o i s  
7 
County:  Grundy (p .  1 5 9 ) .  F i e l d  Survey  No. 81: 6 
RUTHERFORD, Saloman 5 3 M Farmer $8000 Vermont 
11 
, E l u i r a  4 5 F Vermont 
I, 
, Emily 14  F I l l i n o i s  
I 1  
, E l u i r a  8 F I1 1 i n o i  s 
11 
, Henry 6 M I l l i n o i s  
WALT, Shay 3 5 M B l a c k s m i t h  I r e l a n d  
County:  F r a n k l i n  ( p .  3 8 ) .  F i e l d  Survey No. 8 1 : 5  
SILKWOOD, B a r z i l l a  
11 
, Mahala 
ANGAR, L e a r a  M. 
SILKWOOD, W.R. 
I ,  
, N. J .  
STOCKWELL, J .B.  
JOHNSON, Robt .  
, P r i c i l l a  
( M u l a t t o )  
Farmer $2000 V i r g i n i a  ( ? )  
Tennessee  
N e w  York 
I l l i n o i s  
I l l i n o i s  
S p e c u l a t o r  $ 1 2 8  Tenne ssee 
Farmer Tennessee  
I l l i n o i s  
S w i  nc. 
.- - - . -. 
3 l ( l t i  
-I- h - t ~ i i g s  
-- 
I I I I 
'Total I 
Surname Died Acres Wagons Saddlr.;~ - Harness -A - -- - - 1 - P n t l l  
I 
1. Moses Broadwell 1827 
- -- -- -- - -. . - - - - - -- - - - - 
1 (dearborn) 1 1 
. _ -  - -  - .- 
2. William Broadwell 1824 - - -  2l e -- -- - - - - - -- 3 1 
- - - -- - 
1 Lot 
-- - - 
3. William K. Broadwell 
4. Samuel Musick 
5. Edward Mitchell 
6. John Tackett 
7. Globe (none) 
Tools and Implements 















_-  _ -- 
- 
2- _ - _ 
.- 6 + calves 
3 
.- 220 - 
- 
- - 3- - 
5 
7 calves - 
.__ _ - _ _ 
--- "sheep" . -- 
TABLE C-lb: Probate Tnventory i ) n t c i :  Brondwel 1 s , lnti  Innkee l7cr i fa rmet - s  i n  Cent r a l  I l l i n o i s  
Crops : Cereals Field Crojs 
-. --  - - - 
Animal Accessories Farm Related 
-- 
6. Tackett I 1 lot corn I I I I 1 I I I -.- - I 
Buckwheat Fer.d f o r  




I F l a x  -- _ - _ _ _ -_ 
- -  4 









-- -- - . . - . 
-- - 
Wheat 






3. William K. 
4. Musick 
5. Mitchell 
. - - - - . - - 


































Wood Orchards/Fruit Cheese Hoxs 
3 
- 
Tools and Implemerits 
Surname 
1. Spear  
2 .  Crowder 
Veli icles & Acces so r  it,.; 
- -- - - - - - - - - 
1 1,~vc.c; t n c k  
- - -  - 
' Io ta1  
Acres Surname 
1. David Spear  
2.  John C.  Crowder 
3. A. E l l i o t  
4. W. Carpen te r  








6 ( 2  double)  
S w  i ric 
----- - 
20 + cnl\~s-- 
4 + c a l v e s  
1 
---- - -- 
I 
4 - --- - - -- c 
V1 
Wagons Saddles  Harness 
Scythe/  
Harrow Cradle  t
2 ( s r a t h s )  
1 (corn k n i f e )  
( g r a i n  c r a d l e )  
P o u l t r j ~  
3 .  E l l i o t  1 2  
I 









1 (two h o r s e )  
1 (two h o r s e )  
Grindstone 
- - . . - - 
1 (two h o r s e )  
1 -- 
4 .  Carpenter  









2 l o t s  
2 sets  
Fork 
- 
1 ( s t a b l e )  
2 ( g r a i n )  
- - - 
C l e v i s  
TABLE C-2b : P r o b a t e  I n v e n t o r y  Data : One-t i i n c  I n n k ~ c p c r s  (Sangamon County) 
Crops : C e r e a l s  F i e l d  C r o p - s  
Animal A c c e s s o r i e s  Farm R e l a t e d  
Surname 
1. S p e a ~  
2 .  Crowder 
3 .  E l l i o t  
4 .  C a r p e n t e r  
5. B u r t l e  
I n d i a n  Corn 
2 l o t s  
3 l o t s  
c o r n  
Surname 
1. Spear  
2 .  Crowder 
3 .  E l l i o t  
O a t s  
o a t s  
Wood 
4 .  C a r p e n t e r  
5. B u r t l e  
Gea r s  Orcha rds  / F r u i  t 
- 
Hemp 
1 p a i r  
S i n g l e t r e e  





1 s t a n d  
Beekeeping 
4 s t a n d s  





H ~ -  








Ruc kwhea t 
Area -- Bu -- 
- 
- 
Feed f o r  
An - imnls  - - 
-- 
TABLE C-3a : P r o b a t e  T n a e n t o r y  DnLn  : Snnganon  i n d  Hennrd Count" r a r m r r s  f 
' e h i c l e s  & Accessories , I [  _ - - 1 , i v r s t o c k  
I 
-- - - -  





ul. J a c k s o n  A r c h e r  
-- .- 
I 2 0 ( r e n t e d )  J .  1 rd - 8  - 
0 
m 2 .  J o s e p h  P .  S m i t h  . - - - . - 1 - - 
- - --- 
0 I 




( 6 4 .  James  M. Penshaw 1852 8 0  1 1 - 2  
0 0 
0 0 
4 ~ 5 .  J o h n  Gooden* 1 8 5 3  1 6 0  1 3 8 11 
-- 
6 .  R o b e r t  Crow 3 5 1  1 1- 2 5 9-7 c a l v e s  42- 
7 .  Na than  B u t l e r  4  1 2  1 1 9  g e e s e  3 1 0  11 
0 
480 2 1 5  1 7  3  6  
*Menard County T o o l s  a n d  Implements  
Surname 
1. A r c h e r  
2 .  S m i t h  
3 .  A l e x a n d e r  
4 .  Renshaw 
5. Gooden 
6.  Crow 
7 .  B u t l e r  
8 .  D a r n i e l l e  
AVERAGE : 
Plow 













1 1 2  
S c y t h e /  







6 '  
2 
2  



































1 1 1 2  
-- 




TI- - - - 
2 
I/  3 3  1 - 1 2  1 1 4  1 1 3  1 










- - - . 
TABLE C-3b: P r o b a t ?  Tnventorg D o t n :  Snngnmon and Mennrd County Farmers 
Crops : Cerea l  s 
1. Archer  
- 
2. Smith 
3 .  Alexander  
4 .  Renshaw 
5. Gooden 
6.  Crow 
7 .  B u t l e r  
8. D a r n i e l l e  
1. Archer  
2 .  Smith 
3 .  Alexander  
4. Renshaw 
5. Gooden 
6.  Crow 
7. B u t l e r  
8.a~-n i e l l p  -- 
Animal A c c e s o r i e s  Farm R e l a t e d  m 
I 
- - - - - ---- F i e l d  Crops 
I n d i a n  Corn 
172-213 shocks  
2 shocks  
2 1  a c r e s  
116 bu 
1 l o t  i n  c r i b  
Gears  
1 s e t  
S i n g l e  t r e e  
Double t r e e  
1 l o t  
Beekeeping 
- 
1 3  h i v e s  
Oa t s  
1-1/2 s t a c k s  -












1 , 8 0 0  s h i n g l e s  





- --  - 
Wood 
- 
1 l o t  P l a n k s  
1" La th ing  - 
When t 
Area Bu 
- -- - -- 
34 bu 
40  b u  
O r c h a r d s / F r u i t  
- 
I Pota  t o p s  Hay __- -AE~-Bu - - A  
I s t a c k  
6 .5  t o n s  
1 
- --- -- 
Buckwlli . ,~ t F e ~ d  f o r  
Area B &  - !lnimals _ 
- 
1 











Analysis  of Probate  I n v e n t o r i e s ,  1827-1842 
i n  t h e  New Salem P r e c i n c t  
(Sangamon and Menard Counties) 
Farm Items 
I t e m s  l i s t e d  on 42 probate  i nven to r i e s  were averaged using a s  a  base  t h e  number of 
i n v e n t o r i e s  a c t u a l l y  conta in ing  t h e  item i n  ques t ion .  The number i n  pa ren thes i s  
fo l lowing  the  i t em(s)  i nd i ca t e s  the  number of i nven to r i e s  which l i s t e d  i t  (them) .* 
1 p r .  sheepshears  ( 3 )  
2 Chains (20) 
2  l o t s  of  pork (8)  
1 Clevis  (14) 
4  Gears (20) 
2  Accessor ies  t o  Agr i cu l tu ra l  Implements (11) 
2  Scythes  (15) 
2  Hoes (23) 
2  Wagon Accessories  ( 7 )  
1 S l e i g h  (1)  
1 Saddle  (29) 
2  S i n g l e  and/or  Double Trees (12) 
1 G i r t h  ( 2 )  
2  b e a s t  cha ins  (8)  
1 C o l l a r  (6) 
3 Horses  (39) 
24 Hogs (26) 
1 4  head Sheep (20) 
4  Oxen ( 9 )  
2 l o t s  Corn (18) 
1 l o t  Oats (8) 
2  l o t s  Hay (3) 
4  l o t s  of Planks (1) 
5  wood items such a s  lumber o r  firewood (7)  
1 Shovel (8) 
2  Forks (6) 
2  handtools  such as  
spades ,  r akes ,  s i c k l e s  (13) 
2  Axes (31) 
1 Saw (18) 
2  ~ lows/Harrows  (31) 
1 Stee lyard  (9)  
1 Wagon (17) 
1 Cart ( 4 )  
2  Harnesses (12) 
2  Br id l e s  (20) 
1 Cowbell (2) 
1 Mart ingale  (6) 
1 p a i r  Saddle Bags (9 )  
2 animal acces so r i e s  (18) 
. 7 Cows, c a l v e s ,  c a t t l e  (34) 
1 8  head Geese (6) 
1 b e a s t e  (1) 
1 l o t  F l ax  (5) 
2  l o t s  Wheat (10) 
2  l o t s  Rye (2) 
6 l o t s  Bees (8)  
2  R i v i t s  (1) 
*From Melinda F. Kwedar, James Al len ,  John Pa t e r son ,  " ~ n t e r p r e t i n g  1830s 
Storekeeping i n  New Salem, I l l i n o i s "  ( t y p e s c r i p t ) ,  I l l i n o i s  Department 
of Conservation, Research Of f i ce ,  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  I l l . ,  1980) .  
Appendix D:  Notes on Methodology and Sources: 
For t h e  Preceeding Tables  
I n  t h e  e f f o r t  t o  f i n d  d a t a  about farming p r a c t i c e s  of t h e  innkeepers  
who engaged i n  farming t h e  fo l lowing  s t e p s  were taken. F i r s t  t h e  da ta  
from t h e  Federa l  A g r i c u l t u r a l  and Popula t ion  Census'were e x t r a c t e d  and 
cha r t ed  f o r  a l l  t h e  Broadwell farms i n  1850 and 1860. See Tables  A-1  
and 2 ,  Appendix A .  
The r e t u r n s  from t h e  ques t i onna i r e  s e n t  ou t  t o  almost 1300 h i s t o r i c  
s o c i e t i e s  and agenc ies ,  l i b r a r i e s  and a r ch ives  i n  t h e  Midwest i nd i ca t ed  
t h a t  t h e r e  might be up t o  f i f t y  su rv iv ing  bu i ld ings  of one-time i n n ,  
t a v e r n s  o r  h o t e l s  of t h e  pre-1860 e r a  l e f t .  So, secondly f o r  t h i s  
r e sea rch  r e p o r t ,  twelve of t h e s e  from I l l i n o i s  were s e l e c t e d  f o r  
i n t e n s i v e  f i e l d  s tudy .  The c r i t e r i a  used f o r  s e l e c t i n g  them r e l a t e d  
e s s e n t i a l l y  t o  t h e i r  l i k e l y  s i m i l a r i t y  t o  t h e  Broadwell Inn.  The s i z e  
(about  seven rooms) and a  l o c a t i o n  i n  a  r u r a l  o r  small  town s e t t i n g  
were cons idered  most important .  Of t h e s e  one-time i n n s ,  f i v e  were i n  
Southern I l l i n o i s  and seven i n  Northern I l l i n o i s .  These were inspec ted  
and photographed i n  l a t e  May and e a r l y  June,  1981, on two t r i p s .  
Surv iv ing  records  were examined and o r a l  in te rv iews  of people  involved 
i n  them a s  proper ty  owners o r  a s  i n t e r p r e t e r s  were made. I f  t h e r e  
were p r e s e n t l y  o r  had been farm b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  p l ace ,  
r eco rd  was made of t h e  f a c t  on paper ,  photograph o r  t ape .  During t h e  
cou r se  of  t h e  f i e l d  work, s e v e r a l  a d d i t i o n a l  p l aces  were examined even 
though they  were no t  on t h e  t o p  p r i o r i t y  l i s t ,  because they were on 
t h e  way. A l l  i n  a l l ,  seventeen p l aces  were v i s i t e d  i n  I l l i n o i s ,  although 
photographs were made of on ly  f i f t e e n .  
The names of owners of t h e  o r i g i n a l  twelve i nn  i n  t h e  1840s and 
1850s were used a s  a  b a s i s  f o r  a  s ea rch  i n  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  county 
h i s t o r i e s  f o r  b iog raph ica l  d a t a .  Then t h e  1850 Popula t ion  Census 
Index a t  t he  I l l i n o i s  S t a t e  Archives  was checked, i f  they  d id  no t  
have a  p r i o r  dea th  d a t e .  One of t h e  f i v e  from t h e  southern  f i e l d  
work and fou r  of t h e  seven i n  t h e  no r the rn  f i e l d  work were found i n  
t h e  index .  These f i v e  were a l s o  found i n  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  Census. 
The r e s u l t i n g  d a t a  from both  1850 and 1860 censuses  were put  i n t o  
t a b u l a r  form, a s  i t  was f o r  t h e  Broadwells.  These d a t a  a r e  t o  be 
found i n T a b l e  A-5 i n  Appendix A .  
Thi rd ly ,  i n  order  t o  g e t  more d a t a  on l o c a l  innkeepers  who a l s o  
farmed, t h e  prev ious ly  compiled l i s t  of people  who rece ived  t ave rn  
l i c e n s e s  from Sangamon County Commissioners' was used.  The names 
of r u r a l  t ave rn  owners were checked i n  t h e  1850 Popula t ion  Census 
Index. Only two names were found, which i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g ,  s i n c e  
t h e  l i c e n s e s  stopped i n  1838 and t h e  census was made 12 y e a r s  l a t e r .  
The - Sangamo Journa l  and S p r i n k f i e l d  C i ty  d i r e c t o r i e s  y i e lded  many 
o t h e r  names f o r  t h e  1840s and 1850s, bu t  op ly  two were of t ave rne r s  
who owned land.  Data on t h e s e  f o u r  Sangamon County people  were a l s o  
found i n  t h e  Popula t ion  and Agr i cu l tu re  Census and were cha r t ed  a s  
descr ibed  above. See Appendix A-3. . When it  i s  r e c a l l e d  from t h e  
r e sea rch  r e p o r t  on Inns and Taverns i n  t h e  Midwest i n  t h e  chap te r  on 
i n v e n t o r i e s  t h a t  more than 150 names were included i n  t h e  combined 
l i s t ,  i t  w i l l  be  seen t h a t  a  g i g a n t i c  s i f t i n g  process  revea led  few 
t a n g i b l e  r e s u l t s .  It seems t o  , i nd i ca t e  t h a t  innkeeping was a  r a t h e r  
ephemeral a c t i v i t y  f o r  many e a r l y  I l l i n o i s  people .  The presence of 
s o  few su rv iv ing  inn  and t ave rn  r eco rds  i n  t h e  Midwest a s  a  whole 
becomes more understandable. 
Fourthly, the list of possible innkeepers for which probate in- 
ventories could be found described in the report on Inn and Taverns 
was again utilized to discover what agricultural implements, crops 
and livestock they possessed. The charts on the Broadwells' Innkeeper/ 
farmers, and One-time Innkeepers and the Sangamon and Menard County 
Farmers show the resulting data. Also included is a chart called 
Sangamon County Averages. This was taken from the massive Rural Life 
Survey data carried out by Sangamon State University students under 
Professor Edward Hawes. In this, all Sangamon County Agricultural 
Census data was extracted on standard forms for a comparison of 
farmers with Northern and Southern origins. The data for people of 
each region of origin was summarized and averaged on two separate 
sheets. These two averages were combined to arrive at the Sangamon 
County Averages. Also included are tables for Probate Inventory 
Averages from a 42-Probate Inventory Study of Sangamon and Menard 
County, also done by seminar students under Hawes. See Appendix C. 
Appendix E :  Notes on Sources :  
Farmers '  L e t t e r s  and Account Books 
i n  t h e  Manuscr ipts  Department 
of t h e  I l l i n o i s  S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  L i b r a r y  
E .  C u r r i e r  (South Grove, DeKalb County, I l l . ) .  L e t t e r s ,  1853-57. 
Four o f  t h e  l e t t e r s  o f  1853 and 1854 c o n t a i n e d  some v a l u a b l e  
fa rming  d a t a .  C u r r i e r  w r o t e  of t h e  1 0  h o r s e s  h e  k e p t  f o r  farming and 
how much of h i s  l a n d  was c u l t i v a t e d .  The c a t t l e  h e  r a i s e d ,  b reed  name 
and b e s t  age  t o  s e l l  them were d e t a i l e d .  The c r o p s  and y i e l d s  were 
i t e m i z e d .  He d e s c r i b e d  h i s  wheat h a r v e s t  u t i l i z i n g  a  McCormickls 
r e a p e r  and r e l a t e d  i t s  c a p a c i t y  i n  a c r e s  p e r  day.  Other implements 
were a l s o  ment ioned,  as w e l l  a s  some o f  h i s  f a rming  methods. T h i s  
c o l l e c t i o n  i s  u s e f u l  s i n c e  t h i s  k ind of d e t a i l e d  farming in format ion  
i n  p r imary  s o u r c e s  is  r a r e  and d i f f i c u l t  t o  l o c a t e .  
Harry  Riggin  (Athens,  Menard County, I l l . ) .  Account Book ( m i c r o f i l m ) .  
T h i s  is  a s i n g l e  bound volume c o n t a i n i n g  105 double  pages  unpaginated 
on m i c r o f i l m .  It  a p p e a r s  t o  be  a  farming l e d g e r  s i n c e  t h e  e n t r i e s  a r e  
made w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  pe rsons '  names a t  t h e  t o p  of each  page wi th  t h e i r  
c h r o n o l o g i c a l  c r e d i t s  and d e b i t s  l i s t e d  below. It c o n t a i n s  a  d i f f e r e n t  
t y p e  o f  d a t a  t h a n  a  daybook and was e s p e c i a l l y  v a l u a b l e  i n  t h e  s t u d y  
of farm hands .  T h e i r  t a s k s  and payment were r e c o r d e d ,  y i e l d i n g  valuable 
pr imary ,  l o c a l  ev idence  o f  t h i s  f o r g o t t e n  a s p e c t  o f  farm o p e r a t i o n s .  
Other  d e t a i l s  l i k e  farm p r i c e s ,  t h e  amount o f  pork  s o l d  and t h e  names of 
s e v e n t e e n  k i n d s  o f  a p p l e s  a r e  a l s o  i n c l u d e d .  The volume i s  d i f f i c u l t  
t o  u s e  because  t h e  e n t r i e s  a r e  n o t  c h r o n o l o g i c a l  and t h e r e  a r e  no page 
numbers. However, a complete analysis of this source would be extremely 
useful for many kinds of farming questions. 
James McConnell, et. al. (Sangamon County, 111,). Letters, 1838- 
(S. C. 2313). 
This collection begins with letters of James McConnell in 1838 
and ends in 1874 with those of his son, E. F. McConnell. James 
was a Merino sheep raiser in Sangamon County and many of his letters 
mention this operation. He also gave a continuing account of current 
prices for the crops and stock raised at the time. In an 1847 letter 
he told of his flock which then had 1,500 or 1,600 head of Merino sheep. 
He also wrote of the Springfield to Alton railroad which was opened in 
the summer of 1852. In 1866 James' daughter, Sarah McHoppin, took over 
the correspondence and wrote of James' declining health. She lived in the 
Chatham area. Then her brother E. F. took over the writing. There was 
about one letter a year to James Smith in Liverpool, England, who was 
the brother of James' wife. The younger generation sent him small sums 
of money. The letters represent a good two-generation study for a 
successful Sangamon County farming family. 
W. A. Tunnel (Green County, Ill.). Daybook, 1847-52 (SC 1564). 
This is composed of one bound volume with about 113 pages. The 
source was extremely useful in providing specific farming data on 
livestock, farm hands, implements, crops and seasonal farming practices. 
The entries made every day during the year 1850 were extracted and 
studied for relevance to the history of Illinois farming. The fact that 
this type of daybook with daily recordings for several years in Illinois 
is very rare makes this source extremely valuable. It contains the kind 
of localized and personal information which is not recorded elsewhere, and 
gives the past living quality. Getting inside this one farmer's life in 
the form of his daily activities is a fascinating and useful experience. 
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